Building a Shared Collection of Bookmarks – NYC Soda Ban
Today in class, we will use Diigo to build a shared collection of bookmarks that focus on the recent decision in New York City to ban the serving of sugary drinks in containers that are larger than 16 ounces.  Each class will have a different role to play in building our shared collection.  Please find the directions for your class below.
	Block 1: Bookmark sites that provide GENERAL INFORMATION about the NYC Soda Ban.

Your job is to search for reliable NEWS sites that give a general overview of the NYC soda ban.  You should be on the lookout for sites that answer the basic questions that good news articles answer:

· Who is involved in this current event?

· What are the important details that people need to know about this current event?

· Where is this current event taking place?

· When is this current event taking place?

· Why was the key decision in this current event made?

You should NOT bookmark websites that share too many OPINIONS about the NYC soda ban or that take a clear stand in favor of or against the ban.  

In the comment section of your bookmark, please answer the following questions:

· What makes this article useful to readers?  Is it written in language that middle schoolers will understand?  Does it include an interesting video and/or graphic?

· What do you know about the author of the article?  Why do you think we can trust what they are telling us?

Remember to use #sodaban as a tag when you are bookmarking!  Also, remember to add your bookmark to our classroom group.  

	Block 2: Bookmark sites that share reasons why the NYC Soda Ban is a BAD IDEA.

Your job is to search for sources that explain why the NYC soda ban is a BAD IDEA.  The sites that you are looking for will definitely be sharing OPINIONS – but remember that the best opinions are backed up by evidence.  While reading, be on the lookout for:

· Statistics – evidence expressed in numbers or percentages.

· Star Statements – quotes from experts (doctors, nurses, college professors, politicians, parents, store owners) who believe that the soda ban is a bad idea.

· Stories – the experiences of one individual with the soda ban.    

In the comment section of your bookmark, please answer the following questions:

· What is the most convincing bit of evidence in this article?  Why do you think that evidence is so convincing?

· What do you know about the author of the article?  Why do you think we can trust what they are telling us?

· What do you know about the website that the article is posted on?  Why do you think we can trust the content posted on this website?

Remember to use #sodaban as a tag when you are bookmarking!  Also, remember to add your bookmark to our classroom group.  



	Block 3: Bookmark sites that share reasons why the NYC Soda Ban is a GOOD IDEA.

Your job is to search for sources that explain why the NYC soda ban is a GOOD IDEA.  The sites that you are looking for will definitely be sharing OPINIONS – but remember that the best opinions are backed up by evidence.  While reading, be on the lookout for:

· Statistics – evidence expressed in numbers or percentages.

· Star Statements – quotes from experts (doctors, nurses, college professors, politicians, parents, store owners) who believe that the soda ban is a good idea.

· Stories – the experiences of one individual with the soda ban.    

In the comment section of your bookmark, please answer the following questions:

· What is the most convincing bit of evidence in this article?  Why do you think that evidence is so convincing?

· What do you know about the author of the article?  Why do you think we can trust what they are telling us?

· What do you know about the website that the article is posted on?  Why do you think we can trust the content posted on this website?

Remember to use #sodaban as a tag when you are bookmarking!  Also, remember to add your bookmark to our classroom group.  

	Block 4: EVALUATING the bookmarks added to our shared collection by earlier classes.

Your job is to find an article that is ALREADY in our shared collection and determine (1). Whether or not it is worthwhile and (2). Whether or not it is believable.  While judging whether your article is WORTHWHILE, ask yourself the following questions:
· Will other middle schoolers find this article easy to read or is it written for older readers?  Why?

· Is this article easy on the eyes?  Are their graphics (videos and/or pictures) to look at?  Are the paragraphs short or are they really long?  If another middle schooler lands on this page will they want to read on or will they be too intimidated by what the page looks like to want to read any further?

· Does this article have links to other articles about the NYC soda ban that readers can explore?

While judging whether your article is BELIEVABLE, ask yourself the following questions:

· Does the author of this article share enough evidence in the article to make a strong case or does it seem like the author is doing nothing more than sharing their opinion WITHOUT backing it up with supporting details?

· Does the author of this article seem like an expert that is worth trusting?  Is there enough information about the author or about the website that the article appears on to make them believable?

· Is there anything about this article, this author or this website that seems suspicious or that makes you skeptical?  What (if anything) do you DOUBT about this article, this author or this website?

After exploring your website, please add a comment in our classroom group that answers the following questions:

· On a scale of one to five – where one is the worst and five is the best – how WORTHWHILE is the website that you were evaluating?  Explain the reasons behind your rating.  
· On a scale of one to five – where one is the worst and five is the best – how BELIEVABLE is the website that you were evaluating?  Explain the reasons behind your rating.  

· Would you recommend this article to a friend who wanted to learn more about the soda ban?  Why or why not?


Samples of Strong Responses from Each Block
To get a better sense for the types of annotations that you are trying to write, check out these examples.

	Block 1: Links that Give GENERAL INFORMATION about the Soda Ban

Link: http://nyti.ms/VWNdyl 
The article "NY plans to ban sale of big sizes of sugary drinks" is useful to readers because it answers the who, what, when, where and why of the NYC soda ban. Also this article does not show biased information, but does tell both sides of the story. This article comes straight out of the NY Times magazine, which is a good, reliable source because it is a news article. We believe that this article is a good source for middle schoolers because it’s an easy read and you can contribute your opinion to the article. 


Jackie O. Emily F.

	Block 2: Links Arguing that the Soda Ban is a BAD IDEA

Link: http://bit.ly/13Pbvya 

This article is good to use because it explains why the soda ban is a bad idea. It explains that the mayor shouldn't ban oversized soda using star statements, stories, and statistics. The article also explains that banning oversized sodas isn't the reason that people are obese. The article is written by a doctor that has been around for 30 years studying and seeing people who are obese and who drink sugary drinks. He thinks that banning sugary drinks isn't the key to being obese. He thinks that most people are obese because of all the fast food they eat. Fast food is very unhealthy and can cause people to gain weight fast. Read this article to0 find out what else the doctor thinks. 


Maleea T. and Bailey S.

	Block 3: Links Arguing that the Soda Ban is a GOOD IDEA

Link: http://bit.ly/YldMcg 

This Soda Ban Ad. is persuading people to think that the soda ban in New York is actually a good idea. First, the Ad. shows how much sugar is poured into a regular 32 oz. cup of soda. It shows that there is a GIGANTIC amount of sugar in the soda, which would lead people to think that they are consuming too much. They say in the Ad. that "YOU JUST ATE 26 PACKS OF SUGAR" which further emphasizes how much sugar a person consumes in just one 32 oz. cup of soda. Also, the soda ban Ad. lists some effects of what could happen if someone were to drink many sodas and therefore consume many extra calories. These problems include obesity, diabetes, and heart disease. All these problems listed could help people understand EVEN MORE why the soda ban is a good idea, and persuade people to not drink too much soda. Lastly, the soda ban Ad. shows people another resource (website) that further explains as to why people should acknowledge the soda ban and drink less soda.

Dylan E.

	Block 4: Evaluating a Link in Our Collection

Link: http://cbsn.ws/14Jsf5E 

We would rate this link a 3 for worthwhileness because the article is probably written for older readers because there is some challenging vocabulary. However, it is easy on the eyes because there are short paragraphs. A middle schooler will want to read it because it is easy on the eyes and does not look long and intimidating. This article is not a 5 because there are not links to other articles about the soda ban. Also, there was only one picture, and it was a picture of someone giving a speech on the soda ban. This does not help the reader visualize what the writer is trying to tell the reader. This would take off at least 1 ½ points. 


We would rate this a 4 for believability because the website is created by CBS news, so you can trust it. However, we cannot find out much about the poster, the link of the author of the article only links to other articles posted by the same author. 

Parris V. and Ellen H.
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