Reflect on This – The Challenges of Curricula 
As we start our conversation about the role that a guaranteed and viable curriculum should play in a professional learning community, think about the following questions – based on quotes drawn from Learning by Doing (2010) – with the members of your primary learning team:

1. E.D. Hirsch (1996) once said that the notion that all students in a school have access to the same curriculum is a “gravely misleading myth.”  Do you think that’s true of the students on your learning team?  Is every child in every class being exposed to the same content and essential skills no matter who their teacher is?  How close are you to that simple yet essential first step towards creating a guaranteed and viable curriculum?
2. Heidi Hayes Jacobs (2001) once described district curriculum guides as “well intended but fundamentally fictional accounts” of what students are actually learning in schools.  Do you think that’s true of the curriculum guides created by our state and county?  Are they an accurate portrayal of what the students in our school, at your grade level, or in your discipline are learning?  Why or why not?

3. The results of a Bob Marzano (2003) research study once determined that it would take 23 years to adequately cover all of the K12 standards set for students.  What implications does this carry for your learning team?  What steps will you have to take in order to ensure a viable curriculum?
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