What Can Digital Conversation Look Like?

As a part of our recent efforts to raise awareness on the genocide occurring in Darfur, my students have been collaborating in conversation around images using an online service called Voicethread (http://voicethread.com).  The conversations have been powerful and have allowed my students to refine and revise their own thinking about issues.  What’s more, the conversations have all proven to be terrific bits of prewriting that students can expand on in future pieces.   

Here's an interesting image from that Voicethread...and the conversation that we've had about it so far.  Imagine this occurring between your students on a topic that you’re studying in class:
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Dancer 96:  In this picture, I noticed that people from Darfur or the whole country of Darfur is begging the US for food, or possibly protection.  Another thing: Notice how they are so skinny. What message do you think the author is trying to send to the world?

The Belgian Waffle:  Dancer 96 says: Notice how they are so skinny. What message do you think the author is trying to send to the world?

I noticed that the picture is looking from the peep-hole. It seems as if U.S.A. is NOT helping them, and doesn't really want to in a way...or else the door would be opened. The rubbish behind them is horrible, it looks like they climbed all the way to the door for help. 

So why no give it?

The Writing Lunatic:  Interesting, Belgian Waffle.  My question is will we ever open the door, or is it their door that is shut not letting us help?  Do we have too many doors shutting everyone out of each others lives.  Maybe we all just have too much pride for our countries.

The Belgian Waffle:  Well, what kind of gets me wondering is that why DO we allow these doors to close? One day, we may get stuck in the same situation...for the sake of our country and Darfur, we should help. 

God forbid that something like that should happen here, and we have no one to help us when we need it most. I say, who cares whether or not the genocide is near or far, if we can close doors, we may be just as easily able to open them.

So why isn't it happening? Does anyone think we shouldn't care? That caring is a waste of our time?

Dance Star #1:  I agree with Belgian Waffle about the idea of opening the door to Darfur.  She asked the question if we should care about this conflict and if it is worth it. 

What pops into my mind is the phrase “Treat other people the way you want to be treated." If in the future we get stuck in a situation like Darfur is in will Darfur open their door to us? I don’t think that it is fair if they helped us and we didn’t help them. Right now it doesn’t look like they would help us only because were not helping them. 

I could also connect this situation to a friendship. If you help and care about your friend then they sure would help you back and that is how your friendship lasts. It also looks like that Darfur is asking for something because they have a bowl in the people’s hand. There asking for food but should we give it to them?

Do you think that if we help them now that they will help us when we are in help or vice versa. 

The Writing Lunatic:  Well, let me tell you one thing, to make it easier for you to understand the misery families go through---the brutalism that they endure---imagine your our blood or best friend or teacher or even enemy being slaughtered, or handling the deserts in Chad.

Just because of their race.

Is that fair at all? Imagine the pain one family would endure for something like that to happen.  It's hard, isn't it? Because its most likely never happened to you.  Well what's even harder to think about is that an entire race is going through it right now. 

This second. 

And we can help stop it!
