Voicethread Dos and Don’ts:  A Student Introduction
Student Name:  __________________________________

Students at Salem have access to a neat tool called Voicethread that allows users to have conversations with one another around images and video.  There are certain things you should know before logging in, though:
Voicethread Dos:

1. Do Log In:  Your username will be your student number followed by @salem.com (example:  927684@salem.com).  Your first password will be your student number.  

2. Do write with detail and elaboration:  One of the biggest mistakes that users make when joining a Voicethread conversation is posting “throw-away” comments—or comments that don’t add anything interesting to a conversation.  Always make sure that your comments are thoughtful—and that they include enough detail for others to learn from!

3. Do read and respond to the thoughts of others:  Voicethread presentations are supposed to be conversations between students—and conversations depend on readers that are willing to listen to and challenge the thinking of their peers!  For every new idea that you share in a presentation, try to add a comment that includes a response or a question directed at a peer.  

4. Do help your teachers monitor conversations:  Most of the students at our school are intelligent and responsible—which means that we’ll probably never see inappropriate comments or bullying in our Voicethread presentations.  If you do see this kind of content, though, report it to your teacher.  Let’s make sure that we represent ourselves well.  Working together, we’ll be able to watch over our conversations a lot easier than working alone!

Voicethread Don’ts:

1. Don’t give away your identity:  Many of our Voicethread presentations are public and can be found on the Internet by anyone!  While that kind of audience is neat, it means we need to follow responsible rules for keeping ourselves safe.  Never use your real name, the name of your friends, or the name of your neighborhood, teachers or schools in your posts.  Also, never use your image—either in a webcam comment or in a picture.  Besides, remaining anonymous is actually kind of fun!
2. Don’t post anything inappropriate:  While we want you to keep yourself anonymous from outsiders, teachers can always track down the students responsible for individual images or comments—even if you’re using a fake name!  Any students who post comments that are inappropriate for any reason will lose their Voicethread privileges and face other school-based consequences.  We want to have neat conversations—but they need to be responsible conversations, too!
3. Don’t start a new conversation without permission:  The Voicethread service allows each student to create three conversations of their own.  At our school, though, students cannot start their own conversations without seeing their teachers first.  There is a permission slip that must be filled out and a set of tutorials that must be completed by any student who wants to host their own Voicethread conversation.  
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