Tips for Leaving a Good Voicethread Comment: 
To be an active participant in a Voicethread conversation, start by carefully reading the “starter comment” and then working your way through the comments that have been left by others. While viewing the comments that have been added by other users, you should:

Gather facts:  Jot down things that are interesting and new to you.

Make Connections:  Relate and compare things you are hearing to things you already know

Ask Questions:  What about the comments that have already been made is confusing to you?  What don't you understand?  How will you find the answer?  Remember that there will ALWAYS be questions in an active thinker's mind.

Give Opinions:  Make judgments about what you are viewing and hearing.  Do you agree?  Do you disagree?  Like?  Dislike?  Do you support or oppose anything that you have heard or seen?  

Use the following sentence starters to shape your thoughts and comments while viewing or participating in Voicethread conversations:
· This reminds me of… 

· This is similar to… 

· I wonder… 

· I realized… 

· I noticed… 

· You can relate this to… 

· I’d like to know… 

· I’m surprised that… 

· If I were ________, I would ______________ 

· If __________ then ___________ 

· Although it seems… 

· I’m not sure that… 

While commenting, try to respond directly to other readers. Begin by quoting some part of the comment that you are responding to.  Then, explain your own thinking in a few short sentences. Elaboration is important when you’re trying to make a point. Finally, finish your comment with a question that other listeners can reply to.
REMEMBER NOT TO USE YOUR REAL NAME OR TO IDENTIFY YOUR SCHOOL/TOWN!
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