OMG! IMHO:  In My Honest Opinion

Recording Template and Directions
http://snipurl.com/omgimho

One of the neat opportunities that you have to reflect on the books that you’re reading in class is to record an entry for our sixth grade podcast channel titled OMG! IMHO.  On OMG! IMHO, two students work together to develop a debate about a novel that both are reading.  If you’re interested in recording for OMG! IMHO, here are some directions to follow:

1. Find a partner to work with and decide on topic that you’d like to debate with one another.  Consider choosing a question from the following list:

· Which character in this book is the least (or the most) believable?  Why?

· Which minor character in this book is the most important to the story?  Why?
· Which character causes the most change in this book?  Why?

· Which is the most important “lesson learned” by a character in this story?  Why?

· Which is the most important lesson that readers can learn from a character in this story?  Why?

· What is the single most important word in the chapter you are currently reading?  Why?

· If you had to summarize the entire story in one word, which word would you choose?  Why?

· If you were to give this book a new title, what would it be?  Why?

· Is this book important for students today to read?  Why or Why not? 
· If you were to update the story to make it more appropriate for today, what changes would you make?  Why?

· Is this book important for members of our community to read?  Why or Why not?

· Would reading this book make one a better human being?  Why or Why not?

· Which main event could be removed from this story without changing the outcome?  Why?

· What do you wish the author of the story had told you more about?  Why?

· Why did the author write this chapter or book?

· If you could recommend this book to someone from history, who would you recommend it to?  Why would they benefit from reading it?

· Did you enjoy the author’s style?  Why?

· What would you change about the author’s style or tone?

· What was your least favorite part of this story?  Why? 

· If you were asked to change the setting of this story, how would you change it?  Why?


*Many questions borrowed from Deeper Reading (2004) by Kelly Gallagher

2. Use the OMG! IMHO scripting page (see attached) to draft your responses.  Remember that OMG! IMHO episodes are designed to be debates, so each participant will need to argue a different “side” of the question that you’re answering.  Also remember to proofread your work carefully.  You’ll want to sound intelligent while recording!
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