Welcome to Our World
Welcome to Our World is a Voicethread project that seeks to connect students around the world to one another through images of their communities.  The thinking is that different classrooms will upload pictures that represent normal life in their corners of the globe, showing pictures of housing, clothing, common foods, religions, landforms and past-times.  

Each image will start with one basic question:  What do you notice?  Students studying new communities can try to make inferences about life in different places through the images presented.  They can ask questions or leave comments contrasting life in new places with their own lives.  Then, classes from the studied communities can respond to comments, better explaining their lives, customs and traditions.  

In this way, students will become both leaders and learners—studying new locations and describing their homes.  

You can participate in Welcome to Our World in two ways:  By leaving recorded or written comments or by uploading your own set of images for other communities to study—or, better yet, both!  You can begin commenting immediately.  If you’re a teacher and you’d like to get your class involved in uploading images, contact Bill Ferriter at plugusin@gmail.com (or Skype him at wferriter).  He’ll add you as a user that can edit and add images.  

Know that currently, comments are moderated.  That means they won’t appear automatically.  While students will have to wait to see their comments appear, this will also ensure that inappropriate comments can be filtered before they are seen.  Bill will check regularly to approve new comments.  
Also know that there are a series of handouts below that students and teachers can use while working with Welcome to Our World—or any Voicethread.  They are tools that Bill has developed for use in his classroom.  

Looking forward to seeing what this becomes, 

Bill Ferriter

The Cultural Photograph:  Welcome to Our World
While viewing our Voicethread presentation on communities around the world, be on the lookout for evidence of each of the five themes of geography.  Record your findings on this worksheet.  
	Human-Environment Interaction

The ways that environment shapes or influences the lives of people and the ways that people shape or influence the environment

	Place

The physical (landforms, climate, and vegetation) and human (cultures, governments, and economy) characteristics that make a location unique. 



	Region

The characteristics that a place shares in common with surrounding areas.  Regions are used by geographers to organize our incredibly complex world!  


	Movement

How people, goods and ideas are shared in a particular place. 


	Location

Every place on earth has a "global address" determined by its latitude and longitude.  This is called absolute location.  Relative location describes where one place is compared to another.  For example, the lunchroom at Salem Middle School is located just inside the bus entrance.

	Your Conclusions

What conclusions can you draw about different communities around the world?  What do their people value?  What do you admire about them?  What would be good about living in a different community?  What would be bad?  What would you like to know more about?


The Cultural Photograph:  The Triangle
The first group of students who have uploaded images in the Welcome to Our World Voicethread are from the Triangle—a geographical region in North Carolina that includes Raleigh, Durham and Chapel Hill.  Use this handout to record what you’re learning about life in the Triangle.  
	Human-Environment Interaction

The ways that environment shapes or influences the lives of people and the ways that people shape or influence the environment

	Place

The physical (landforms, climate, and vegetation) and human (cultures, governments, and economy) characteristics that make a location unique. 



	Region

The characteristics that a place shares in common with surrounding areas.  Regions are used by geographers to organize our incredibly complex world!  


	Movement

How people, goods and ideas are shared in a particular place. 


	Location

Every place on earth has a "global address" determined by its latitude and longitude.  This is called absolute location.  Relative location describes where one place is compared to another.  For example, the lunchroom at Salem Middle School is located just inside the bus entrance.

	Your Conclusions

What conclusions can you draw about the Triangle?  What do its people value?  What do you admire about them?  What would be good about living in the Triangle?  What would be bad?  What would you like to know more about?


Commenting on a Voicethread Presentation

Title of Presentation:  _______________________
Use this handout to script any comments that you plan to add to this Voicethread presentation.  Remember that scripting comments will help your recording to be clean and easy.  Also remember that if you plan to add text comments, you should proofread them for spelling and grammar errors!  Any time you post a comment that is poorly written, you cheapen your ideas.  

Starter Comments:  

Sometimes you will add new images to a Voicethread presentation.  When you do, it is important to include a starter comment to focus the thinking of other viewers.  The following templates will help you to structure starter comments for new images that you add to a Voicethread presentation:

	What do you notice about this picture, titled _______________________________________ and showing _____________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.




Kicker Comments:

Sometimes, you’ll find that you are the first person to add comments to an image in a Voicethread presentation—or you might have a completely original idea that no one else has brought up yet.  These types of comments are called kicker comments because they “kick off” a new strand of conversation.  When making a kicker comment, it is important to remember to respond to any questions asked by the user who originally posted the image.  It is also important to finish kicker comments with interesting questions that will encourage other viewers to speak up!  

The following template will help you to structure interesting kicker comments:

	In this image, I noticed _________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  This was interesting to me because ______________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  I wonder if __________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________.


Pushback Comments:

Sometimes, you’ll want to respond to something that another commenter has said in a Voicethread presentation.  You may agree with something that they’ve said and want to add more elaboration.  You may disagree with something they’ve said and want to challenge their thinking.  These kinds of comments are called push-backs.  In a pushback comment, it is important to quote the person who you are responding to so that other viewers will know what has caught your attention.  It is also important to elaborate on your point of view and to disagree agreeably!  Impolite people are never influential.  

The following template will help you to structure interesting pushback comments:

	___________________ said ____________________________________________________________________________________.  I (agree/disagree) with (him/her) because _________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  I think that __________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ and am wondering if __________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________.


Answering Comments:

Sometimes, you’ll want to answer a question that another commenter has asked in a Voicethread presentation.  Their question may have been directed right to you, or may have been asked to the group as a whole.  Responding to questions is incredibly important in a Voicethread presentation because it lets viewers know that their ideas are valuable and interesting.  Responding to questions helps to keep Voicethread conversations moving forward and interesting.  
The following template will help you to structure interesting answering comments:

	____________________ asked __________________________________________________________________________________.  Really interesting question _______________________.  I think _______________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  I also think __________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  Do you agree with me?  Looking forward to your reply!


Previewing a Voicethread Presentation

Title of Presentation:  _______________________
While previewing this Voicethread presentation, track your thinking on this handout.  Remember that good Voicethreaders are always asking questions, making connections, forming opinions and gathering facts.  Be sure to note specific places where you’d like to add comments or respond to other viewers.  Consider starting your comments with phrases like:  I notice, I wonder, I realized, You can relate this to, Although it seems, This reminds me of, I’m not sure that, If I were _____, I would ______.
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Definitions adapted from http://www.chass.ncsu.edu/livinginourworld/ on September 12, 2007.


